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HOW TO GET IN TOUCH WITH YOUR  
LOCAL CHURCH 

 
Vicar :   Revd Chris Lawrence 
    01825 891090 

     (after hours 01825 890365) 
 
Churchwardens :  Awaiting elections 
 
Secretary to PCC : Mrs Diana Kentish-Barnes 
 
Treasurer :   Mr Ian Elliott 
 
All communications for church matters should be directed to 
the Church Office – 10.30 am – 5.00 pm (closed Wednesday) 
 
Email - rev.chris@btinternet.com 
Post - Vicarage Barn, Brookhouse Lane, Framfield TN22 5NH 
Telephone/ leave a message - 01825 891090 
 

From the Registers : 

  
 
Marriages – those whom God has joined, let no one divide: 
 
11th August:  Amy Gaylor / Tim Clarke 
12th August:  Jacqueline Patching / David McKevitt 
25th August:  Chloe Ewens / Daniel Smith  
2nd September:  Trudie Hudson / Richard Alvery 
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FREE SMOKE ALARMS 
 
Your local Fire Service personnel are happy to make an 
appointment to visit your home and discuss fire safety issues that 
are specific to you.  They will also ensure that you have working 
smoke alarm(s) within your home and where you do not, they will 
supply and fit 10 year smoke alarms. 
 
To request a FREE visit call 0800 1777 069 (call is free). 
 

 

USEFUL WEALDEN TELEPHONE NOs. 

ESCC - General Enquiries: 01273 481000 
Adult Education: 01273 481497 
Bins and Recycling: 01323 443322 or 01892 653311 
Education, general 01273 481000 
Leisure centres, swimming pools and parks: 01323 443322 
Planning, development, building control: 01323 443322 
Road maintenance: 0345 6080193 
Recycling sites: 01273 481000 
Street Lighting: 01825 890182 
Trading standards (consumer issues): 01323 418200 
Crimestoppers, report crime anonymously 0800 555111 
Police, non-emergency: 0845 6070999 
East Sussex Fire and Rescue Service: 0845 130 8855 
Home Safety Visit Helpline: 0800 1777 069 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

THE ADVERTISEMENTS IN THIS MAGAZINE ARE 
PUBLISHED IN GOOD FAITH. THE PUBLISHERS DO NOT, 
HOWEVER, ENDORSE ANY PRODUCTS OR SERVICES 

SPECIFIED 
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WHO'S WHO AT THE 
St THOMAS À BECKET NEWSLETTER 

 
Joint Chair -  
For the Church: Rev. Chris Lawrence  
For the Council: Mr. Rob Newton 
 
Co-ordinator and Advertising: Ann Newton 

Technical Editor: Barry Richardson 

 
Treasurer: Jan Riddle 
 

Distribution: Derek Thorogood, Delia Gillies 

and their teams of volunteers 
 

Printers: "Print Matters" 
 
A bi-monthly Newsletter distributed free to all homes 
within the Parish. 
 
 

We are needing volunteer distributors of this Newsletter for two areas which 
are within the boundaries of the Parish of St Thomas à Becket, although they 
now lie outside the civil parish of Framfield.   The areas are the new Fernley 
Park estate, and the Harveys Lane/Knole Lane area.    
There are seven deliveries to be made each year. 
 
This is a piece of service which helps to keep the people of the parish in touch 
with each other, so if you could lend a hand, please contact Derek Thorogood 
on 01825 890487   

 
 
 

- 3 -

The Freedom of Self forgetfulness. 10.9.12 
 
Over the holiday period I read a very short book by Timothy Keller called ‘The 
freedom of self-forgetfulness’. It speaks of the Church in Corinth and the divisions it 
was experiencing due to members of the congregation aligning themselves with 
particular leaders and teachers; in this case Paul, Peter and Apollos. To restore 
harmony and peace Paul urges them not to boast or take pride in one man over 
another.  
 
In essence he was speaking about the problem of self-esteem. Up until the 20th 
Century traditional cultures always believed that too high a view of yourself was the 
root cause of all the evil in the world. But in our modern western culture our belief is 
that people misbehave for lack of self-esteem because they have too low a view of 
themselves.  
 
Paul is trying to teach the church about pride and the human ego. He uses the Greek 
word physioo for pride which literally means ‘overinflated, swollen and ready to 
burst’ and this he says is the condition of the human ego.  
In his book ‘Sickness unto Death’, Soren Kierkegaard says ‘it is the normal state of 
the human heart to try and build its identity around something besides God. Spiritual 
pride is the illusion that we are competent to run our own lives, achieve our own 
sense of self-worth and find a purpose big enough to give us meaning to life without 
God’.  
 
The problem is, only God can fill the vastness of the human heart, everything else we 
try to pour in, whether it be achievement, looks, power or money - all these things 
only rattle around - the insatiable ego is never satisfied. 
It is like being in a court room - everyday our identities are on trail and everything we 
do is providing evidence for the prosecution or evidence for the defence. Some days 
we feel that we are winning the trial and other days we feel that we are losing it. It is 
a sorry state of affairs and a no-win situation which steals much of our joy. The 
atheist might say that they get their self-image from being a good person. They are a 
good person and they hope eventually they will get a verdict that confirms that they 
are a good person. Performance leads to verdict. For the Buddhist too, performance 
leads to verdict. If you are a Muslim, performance leads to verdict. But who wants to 
live in a state of continual anxiety that you may never measure up, no matter what 
you do? 
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However, Paul says that he has found the secret. The trial is over for him, he is out of 
the courtroom. How could this be?  
 
If you look at the life of St Paul you would quickly realise that before his conversion 
on the road to Damascus that he was a mess, an angry man who thought that it was 
right and part of his religious duty to persecute believers in Christ even to death. 
Paul actually describes himself as the ‘chief of sinners’ and he knows that he cannot 
possibly justify himself. In looking to the Cross of Christ and identifying with Jesus as 
the sin bearer, not just for himself, but all of us, he walks away a free man; forgiven 
and the burden of guilt washed away.  
 
He says that it is the God who judges him and it is only His opinion that ultimately 
counts. The final verdict rests with God and God says that he’s OK and the void in 
Paul’s heart, once virtually empty, is now totally filled with the love of God. 
 After his conversion Paul never had a problem with his ego. In fact he says he 
doesn’t much care what people think about him or even what he thinks about 
himself; how freeing is that? That’s why the Gospel, the Good News of Christ is so 
countercultural in that you get the positive verdict before the performance.  
 
In all other areas of life, job or religion you have to perform and keep on performing 
to get the verdict. All this means is that every day you are back in the courtroom 
trying to measure up to your own or other peoples standards. In Christianity the 
verdict leads to performance.  
If you get the revelation of what God was doing through Christ you can actually 
lighten-up on yourself and start to live a life of freedom and less stress because life is 
not all about you!  
 
With this in mind you can actually do things for the simple joy of doing them. 
Timothy Keller writes ‘I can start to enjoy things that are not about me, my work is 
not about me, my romance is not about me, my dating is not about me. This is 
Gospel humility, blessed self-forgetfulness. Not thinking more of myself as in modern 
cultures, or less of myself as in traditional cultures. Simply thinking of myself, less. 
 
Rev Chris Lawrence 
 
P.S. The Freedom of Self-Forgetfulness by Timothy Keller can be purchased through 
www.10ofthose.com or Amazon. 
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Framfield and Blackboys Wives Group 
 

Our annual Jumble Sale is on Saturday 13 October at 2pm.  This year our main 
charity is The Air Ambulance.  We would like to thank you for your support 
last year.  We were able to give £250 to the PHAB Club in Uckfield and 
smaller donations to the Monday Club, Bridge Cottage and a lady who works 
with signing for deaf people. We hope you can find plenty of jumble for us this 
year.  It can be left outside the Memorial Hall in Framfield in the Morning.  
There will be a cake stall, Teas and a Tombola. 
 
We are a group of ladies who meet at different houses for talks.  Our next 
meeting on 17th October is in Blackboys Village Hall and is a hands on go at 
Rug Ragging. The 21st November is a talk on the Art of Gold Braiding. 
If you are interested in joining us give me a ring, Val Peaty: 890677 

 

 

Raising funds for Framfield Pre-School 
 

Hi, my name is Katrina and I live in Framfield.  I am wife to David, mum to 
Gareth 3yrs and Beatrice 4 months and a busy Police Officer, when not on 
maternity leave.  
 
My son attends the fantastic Pre-School in Framfield and I would like to raise 
some money for the school. On the 17th Febraury 2013 I will be running the 
Brighton Half Marathon and would really appreciate if the community would 
get behind me and sponsor me.   
 
If you wish to sponsor me please feel free to drop any funds into myself at 
Beckets Way, the Pre-School itself, or go to localgiving.com and type in TN22 
5NR to donate. 
 
Many, many thanks in advance, together we can help all the local children and 
schools. 
 
Kind regards, Katrina  
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FRAMFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Grounds Maintenance 
 
 
The Parish Council is seeking tenders for the annual grass/hedge 
cutting maintenance to the three Parish recreation grounds and 
allotments.   
 
Anyone interested in tendering for the work should contact the 
Parish Clerk, Ann Newton.  They will then be sent the works 
specification.  A contractor may apply to tender for any one or all 
the areas.  The deadline for receipt of the tenders by the Parish 
Council is 30 November 2012.  Contractors must have their own 
public liability insurance up to the value of £5,000,000 and must 
include a copy of their current insurance schedule with their 
tender.  Each contract is for a period of three years (2013, 2014 
and 2015) and the season runs from April to October (inclusive).  
The Parish Council will also reserve the right to extend the 
contract for a further 2 years at their discretion. 
 
Contracts will be awarded early in the New Year. 
 

ANN NEWTON 
Parish Clerk (01825) 890182/framfield.pc@virgin.net 

 
 

 
 

 
ROYAL BRITISH LEGION POPPY APPEAL 
 
If you can spare a couple of hours in October/November to help 
with the house to house collection, or if you would like to become 
a British Legion member. please contact David Jenner on 01825 
890632 or 07881 786785. 
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Diary of Church Services 
 
OCTOBER 2012 
 
07 Eighteenth Sunday after Trinity  
 8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.00 am Parish Holy Communion (CW) 
 
14 Nineteenth Sunday after Trinity  
 10.00 am Family Service 
 6.30 pm Evening Communion (CW) 
 
17 11.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 
21 Twentieth Sunday after Trinity 
 8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.00 am Parish Holy Communion (CW) 
  
28 Last Sunday after Trinity 
 10.00 am Morning Praise  
 6.30 pm Evening Holy Communion (CW) 
  
NOVEMBER 2012  
 
04 Fourth Sunday before Advent (All Saints’ Day) 
 8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.00 am Parish Holy Communion (CW) 
  with Prayer for Healing 
 
11 Third Sunday before Advent 
 10.00 am Family Service 
 6.30 pm Evening Communion (CW) 
 



 
 
 

- 6 - 

 
18 Second Sunday before Advent 
 8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 10.00 am Parish Holy Communion (CW) 
 
21 11.30 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 
25 Sunday next before Advent  
 10.00 am Morning Praise 
 6.30 pm Evening Holy Communion (CW)  

 
 
BCP: Book of Common Prayer. CW: Common Worship 2001 
 

 

 
COPY FOR THE NEXT ISSUE PLEASE 

BY 10th NOVEMBER 2012 
TO 

ANN NEWTON – 01825 890182 
framfield.pc@virgin.net 

CHURCH NEWS ITEMS MAY ALSO BE SENT TO 
CHRIS LAWRENCE AT THE CHURCH OFFICE –  

01825 891090 
 
 

HOW TO GET IN TOUCH WITH YOUR  
PARISH COUNCIL 

 
Mrs Ann Newton (Parish Clerk): 01825 890182 (fax/answer 
machine). Email: framfield.pc@virgin.net.  Messages will be 
picked up during office hours.  All communications for Parish 
Council matters should be directed to Ann. 
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It only takes a minute 
 

It only takes a minute to clear up after your dog. However it may make 
someone blind for a life time if you don’t. Please think of others and clear up 
on the pavements and in the recreation ground. 
 

PLEASE TAKE THAT MINUTE 

PLANNING A FUNCTION? - NEED A VENUE? 

BLACKBOYS VILLAGE HALL CAN SATISFY YOUR REQUIREMENTS. 

2 HEATED ROOMS WITH A SEATING CAPACITY OF 100  and 50 
RESPECTIVELY. 

SECURE OUTDOOR PLAY AREA FOR TODDLERS. 

VERY COMPETITIVE RATES FOR BOTH REGULAR AND CASUAL BOOKINGS. 

CONTACT JILL GOGGIN ON 01825 890691 FOR FURTHER DETAILS 
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Welcome Baptist Church Blackboys 
 

October sees the beginning of our Alpha course, commencing with the taster 
session “Christianity: Boring, Untrue, Irrelevant?” and a free two course meal 
at the Blackboys Inn.  As a church we are looking forward to a time of 
blessing. 
 
Sunday am October 28th we will be attending Welcome Baptist Church in 
Heathfield to say goodbye and to thank them for their love and support over 
many years.  This will also be Guy Partridge’s last Sunday as their pastor. 
 
As of Sunday November 4th, though still a member of the Baptist Union of 
Great Britain, we will be known as New Life Church Blackboys and our 
services each Sunday will be at 10.30am, when all are welcome to join us at 
the Blackboys Village Hall. 
 
The Induction of Rev Guy Partridge as our pastor will be on Sunday December 
2nd at 3pm at Pilgrim Hall. 
 

Our motto for the church will be 
“Building Blessing in Blackboys and Beyond” 

We pray that this will be so. 
 
Follow us on Facebook at  www.facebook.com/NewLifeChurchBlackboys 
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Royal Dublin Fusiliers Association 
 
On Tuesday 7th August we had a visit from the Royal Dublin Fusiliers 
Association under the stewardship of their Chairman, Tom Burke O.B.E. and 
their events secretary, Brian Moroney. 
   
They were en-route to the Royal Military Academy, Sandhurst and asked 
permission to visit the grave of Lt-Col A.E. Mainwaring C.O of the 2nd Royal 
Dublin Fusiliers who died in 1930. 
 
John Mordaunt and I, along with a small welcoming group from our church, 
attended the private ceremony at the graveside where a wreath was laid and 
a brief background to Lt-Col Mainwaring’s life was given. 
 
All in all we made up a group of 30 people who paid their respects not only to 
this one man, but to all those who never came home.  It is often a sad truth 
that such occasions may indeed be the first time these forgotten men and 
their families are remembered. 
 
Joan Burne 
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News and Events  
From – Roving Reporter – Eve 

 
We have been lucky enough to be able to up-date our bathroom and kitchen.  What a 
task it has been.  It took me back to my childhood when we didn’t have a bathroom 
at all.  There was a tin bath which spent most of its life hanging on the wall outside 
because it took endless kettles of boiling water to fill it, so was only used on high 
days and holidays.  The toilet was outside, not easy during the winter months.  Mum’s 
1950’s kitchen had a sink, a Creda cooker, a large cupboard with a Formica top and a 
larder, but she always managed to cook delicious meals.   
The result, and five weeks of disruption have been worth it.  Everything new and 
gleaming.  It’s hard to believe that in years to come – it, too, will be old fashioned. 
For somebody who is not very interested in sport, I was not really looking forward to 
the Olympics, but actually got quite hooked and was pleasantly surprised at 
everyone’s enthusiasm and didn’t we do well!! 
The Flower Show (Summer Show) in the recreation ground was a great success again 
this year with perfect weather and lots of visitors.  The next morning we had an 
informal service in the marquee starting with a breakfast of bacon rolls, croissants 
and coffee; all very enjoyable. 
Us ladies who used to run the Lunch Club in the Church hall like to have an annual 
reunion.  We can always find a nice pub to enjoy a meal and chat together.  This time 
we went to our local, Hare and Hounds.  We had a really good meal and a warm 
welcome from Matthew who has worked hard to get everything up and running 
smoothly.  I suggest you try it as it comes highly recommended by the Lunch Club 
Ladies. 
God Bless. 

Something new in Framfield  

Drop in - Coffee and Chat 
Starting on Friday 7th September 9.15-11.30am. 

Framfield Church Hall  
An opportunity to get to know your neighbours 

and make some new friends. 

Everyone Welcome  
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FRAMFIELD MEMORIAL HALL 

AVAILABLE FOR HIRE 
LARGE HALL WITH A CAPACITY OF 150. 
VERY COMPETITIVE RATES FOR BOTH 

REGULAR AND CASUAL BOOKINGS. 
CONTACT MARY SHORT ON 01825 890854 

FOR FURTHER DETAILS. 
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FRAMFIELD PRE-SCHOOL 

THE STREET 

FRAMFIELD 

TN22 5NR 

TEL: 01825 890943 

www.framfieldpreschool@gmail.com 
 

All the children have settled well into the Autumn Term, we have 

been busy doing paintings and portraits of ourselves.  We are now 

looking at the environment around us and will be joining the school 

children on some of their wellie walks around the village. 

We are excited to let you know that we have set up a local giving 

page for the pre-school, to raise money for a bursary fund to assist 

families that might not be able to attend their local rural pre-

school until they receive their government funding, if you would like 

to make a donation please go to the link below: 

http://localgiving.com/charity/framfieldpreschool  

We would like to welcome our new children and their families this 

term, Teddy, Imogen, Jacob, Sophie & Gus we hope you enjoy your 

time at Framfield Pre-School. 

We are open 7.45 – 6pm daily, including a breakfast club 7.45-8.45 

and after school club 3-6pm for 2-11yrs. 

We still have some availability for morning and afternoon sessions, 

if you would like to arrange a visit or for more information please 

telephone Sarah Ridley on 01825 890943. 

Thank you 

Teresa Howell 

Pre-School Manager 

OFSTED Registration No. 415265 

Charity Commission No. 1139563 

PLA Member No. 29899 

 
 
 

- 9 -

 
 

UCKFIELD HOUSEBOUND CLUB 
 

My name is Rose Willcox and I am the organiser of the Uckfield 

Housebound Club. 

 

The Club has been running for 49 years and I have been 

organiser for the last 15, but on Wednesday, 12 December 

2012 I am retiring and I hope that someone who is reading this 

would like to take it over because it would be very sad if it had 

to close. 

 

We meet every second and fourth Wednesday of each month 

but not in August, at the Luxford Centre, Uckfield, between 

11.30 am and 3.30 pm. 

 

With the members being picked up by either the Lions’ minibus 

or cars, then we enjoy a two-course meal, followed by 

entertainment. 

 

The members have different disabilities and the aim of the Club 

is to give them friendship with each other. 

 

If you would like to know more please ring me on (01825) 

890786. 

 

Rose Willcox
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SOUTHWOOD JOINERY 
 
 

We manufacture purpose-made Joinery, 
ie: windows, doors, door frames, door 
linings, stairs, kitchens, conservatories, 

decking, wardrobes and cupboards. 
 

We can also offer a machining service. 
We can supply only or supply & fit. 

We offer a friendly & reliable service. 
Free estimates & survey. 

 

01825 891267 
07951 744816 - Pete 
07718 480358 - Dave 

southwood.joinery1@yahoo.co.uk 

 
 

This is an advertising 
space.  

would you like it ? 
 
 

Contact:  
 

ANN NEWTON – 01825 
890182 

 
 

framfield.pc@virgin.net 
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Steve Lusted has  moved !!! >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

New address: 54 Ingrams Way, Hailsham,  BN27 3NP. 
New land line: 01323 84323 
 

BLACKBOYS & DISTRICT 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
 
Several members and guests attended our Summer Barbecue in August, and 
despite very heavy rain in the afternoon, the sun came out just in time for us to 
enjoy an evening outside. At our September meeting we experienced a very 
amusing and sometimes hilarious talk by Peter Hill. The talk was titled  Pills, 
Potions, and Patience, and Peter told the story about life as the son of a 
Pharmacist and how he followed his father into the profession. Those who 
think that local history is dull and boring I am sure would change their opinion 
on hearing such tales! 
 
Our meeting on October 2nd is our AGM, preceded by our popular Seasonal 
Supper. On November 6th David Martin will be talking about Sussex Timber 
Framed Buildings.  
 
Our Christmas Event this year will be also be a celebration of the fact that the 
society has now been in existence for 15 years. I find it quite amazing that our 
membership numbers have stayed so consistent over that period. 
 
Our meetings are held in Blackboys Village Hall on the first Tuesday of the 
month at 7.30 for 8pm start, unless otherwise stated. Visitors and prospective 
new members of all ages are always welcome.  There is a charge of £3 for 
visitors and £1 for members. If you would like to know more about the above, 
or the society’s activities in general, please contact the secretary on 
01825890359 or email baturner.18maple@btinternet.com. 
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<<<<   RICHARD AVIS – PRICES NOW FROM £40.00 

 
 

 
Looking for a local venue? 

Looking for a local venue? Then look no further. 
Framfield Church Hall has just undergone a major refurbishment programme and is the ideal 
venue for regular meetings, special occasions, corporate training, parties and village events. 
The hall typically seats up to 60 persons and has full kitchen facilities and facilities/parking for 
the disabled. 
Hire Rates: £8.00/hour with reductions for regular users and church members. 

Tel the Church Office for further details 01825 891090; visit the website 
www.framfieldchurch.org.uk or e.mail rev.chris@btinternet.com  

 

 

SAUNDERS AND SON 
 

All aspects of Building and Gardening 
 

Extensions, Garden Walls, Loft Conversions, Decking, Garages, Pergolas, 
Drainage, Patios, Roofing, Tree surgery, Painting and Decorating, Hedge 

Cutting, Porches, Fencing, Plumbing and Turfing. 
 

Excellent references, call Paul for a free estimate. 
 

Willborne, Framfield, E Sussex, TN22 5PN 
 

Tel: 01825 890450 Mob: 07534958853 
 

www.saunders-and-son.com 
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FRAMFIELD AND BLACKBOYS MONDAY CLUB 
  
1st October - Boccia(Bowls)  and Bring & Buy 
                        Framfield Memorial Hall - 2.30pm 
  
(Note Date) 22nd October – Chair-based Activities with Louise Knight 
                       Framfield Memorial Hall - 2.30pm 
  
5th November - "Sing along with Sandy " etc 
                         Framfield Memorial Hall 2.30pm 
  
19th November - Making Christmas Cards/Crackers etc., 
                        Framfield Memorial Hall - 2.30pm 
  
For further info ring Sandy: 01825 840648 
  
  

 
FRAMFIELD VILLAGE HALL MARKET 

  
October  27th   10am - 12.00 Noon 

 
November 24th  10am - 12.00 Noon 

 
 

A Great Variety of Market Stalls, all back from 
their Holidays now. 

 
All Welcome - Use it or loose it. 

 
 

  
We have a variety of Market Stalls 
Tea/Coffee -  Bacon Rolls 
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We have had an extremely busy summer doing teas in support of the NGS.  

They are always well supported, even if the weather is not as it should be!  

Our committee were delighted to raise in excess of £2000 for MCS. The  

street collection in Heathfield brought in a further £250 which was 

pleasing. A walk over the forest was held in August and was supported by  

about 40 people, not to mention a few dogs. We were fortunate to have a  

lovely, dry and sunny day and a great time was had by all, while raising  

£300. 

At the end of September, CMS hold the world’s largest coffee morning 

for people across the country. Uckfield committee are holding one at 

Pizza Express, Uckfield, on the 28th September and another at Fairwarp 

on the 29th. We do hope these will  be well supported by the local 

community.  

Another date for the diary is Our Christmas Fair which is being held in  

Buxted Sports Pavilion on the 21st November, between 10 30 and 3pm. Do  

come along and visit our many stalls and enjoy homemade soup or a coffee  

and a mince pie. 

If you or anyone you know has worries about cancer, if they’ve just been  

diagnosed or even if their treatment has ended, the Cancerline, Benefits  

Helpline, Cancer information Nurse Helpline and Youthline have all been  

brought together under one phone number:0808 808 0000  or the 

website can always be visited on  www.macmillan.org.uk. Information can 

be had over the telephone, or you can request any number of relevant 

booklets. 

Ann Press, Local Chairman 01825 890400 
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CHARITY CONCERT IN AID OF 

ST. PETER & ST. JAMES HOSPICE 
Charity No. 1056114 

 

 
HANDEL’S MESSIAH  

 

7.30 p.m. SATURDAY 20TH OCTOBER 
 

ST. MARGARET THE QUEEN, 
BUXTED PARK  TN22 4AY 

 
THE PARIKIAN ORCHESTRA AND CHORUS 

Conductor – Levon Parikian 
Organist – Seymour Weeks 

Soprano – Elizabeth Roberts     Contralto -  Rachel Acworth 
Tenor – Thomas Elwin     Bass – David Hadden 

 
TICKETS £12 ON SALE AT:- 

ST. PETER & ST. JAMES SHOP,  94, HIGH STREET, UCKFIELD 
FIVE ASH DOWN POST OFFICE 

or from Mrs. Waddington, Hadlow Lodge, Hadlow Down TN22 4HT 
with s.a.e. and cheque payable to St. Peter & St. James Hospice. 
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Bringing you award winning plumbing 
and heating, along with a friendly and 

reliable service. All aspects of plumbing, 
heating and gas work covered, including 

installation, servicing and landlords 
certificates. 24hour emergency call out, 

no job too big or too small and free 
estimates Call Gregg on 07853 862 927 

or email greggsplumb@hotmail.com 
 

 

ROSS WILLCOX 
 

 
 

Painter, Decorator and 
General Builder 

 

 
T:   01825 890786 
M:  07913 156199 
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grants to match what we have raised and thus be in a position to commence 
work on the first stage of the work. 
 
I hope you will consider that this is a worthwhile project particularly in the 
current climate where we have lost our local shop and the future of our local 
Pub still appears to be in doubt. 
I and several others in our community are keen to keep the community alive by 
putting on Panto's, cabaret evenings, music and dance evenings, markets etc., 
whilst also preserving our sporting and recreational facilities for all ages. 
 
This letter is aimed at making you more aware of what is going on in the hope 
that you may be able to support our efforts either by making a donation, 
sponsoring one of our events, putting us in touch with others who may be able 
to help or simply by attending our events. 
 
There is now a gift aid scheme in place whereby donations received are 
effectively increased by 25% in the form of a tax refund from the government. 
For example a donation of £10 would secure a tax refund of £2.50 provided the 
donor is a taxpayer and is prepared to sign a gift aid declaration. 
If you would like to make a donation whether by gift aid or not please do 
contact Jan Riddle on  jan_riddle@yahoo.co.uk  and she will be delighted to 
receive your donations made payable to The Framfield Trust and will then 
provide you with a receipt or gift aid form for signature. 
 
Just think, a hundred donations of £10 would be £1,000 and if made under gift 
aid, this would increase to £1,250 and with a grant of £1,250 to match this a 
total of £2,500 could be secured. 
 
If you would like to know more or would like to join us in keeping our 
Community alive please do contact me or Ann Newton. 
 
With kind regards 
 
Yours sincerely Email  graham@gpmusicpromotions 
Graham Pope  Tel 01825 890685 Mobile  07947275684 
 
Ann Newton  Email  framfield.pc@virgin.net. Tel 01825 890182 
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10 Tudor Walk 
Framfield 
Uckfield 

East Sussex 
TN22 5PG 
July 2012 

Dear Parishioner 
                                              Framfield Memorial Hall 
 
I am part of a small committee currently trying to raise funds for the 
refurbishment of the Memorial Hall which once completed should encourage 
the current users to make more use of the facilities and should enable us to 
attract more users and above all help to preserve the future of this community 
facility.  
 
The current proposals involve the following:- 
 
(a) Modernising and extending the current toilet facilities 
 
(b) Improving the current kitchen facilities 
 
(c) Completely changing the internal set up of the flat roof extension at the rear 
of the hall without any further extension thus avoiding the need for planning 
permission. 
The idea is to make better use of the area by doing away with the corridor and 
other wasted space. The end product will be to provide two modern changing 
rooms and a referees room all with showers and toilets plus a storage area and 
a small reception area adjacent to the kitchen. 
This part of the project will be welcomed by the senior and junior football 
clubs and also the Framfield Stagers and other performers at our musical 
events. 
 
At the present date we have raised approximately £18,000 towards an overall 
cost of approximately £80,000 plus VAT. There have also been some pledges 
of building materials. Grant applications have been made and others are being 
considered. If we can get to £25,000 it is quite possible that we can obtain 
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Nature Notes 
 

August to September is a time when days are getting shorter, but some of them 
can still be quite hot.  Fruit and seeds are ripening, and most birds are in moult.  
Insects abound everywhere, and spiders begin to proliferate.  Swallows and 
house martins are still pumping out babies, but the swifts have gone back to 
Africa.  It is the height of the pigeon breeding season.  Let’s dwell on these 
maligned birds for a while. 
There are five species of pigeons in Britain, these are, from large to small: 
wood pigeon, stock dove, rock dove, collared dove and turtle dove.  It is worth 
taking a moment to understand these enigmatic birds.  All five can produce 
milk!  This is crop milk that they feed to their young beak to beak, and is 
secreted through the walls of the bird’s crop.  All five produce just two white 
eggs at each nesting attempt, as would have the dodo which was a flightless 
pigeon that lived on Mauritius.  All five can drink by inserting their beak in 
water and sucking.  All other birds have to scoop water and lift their head to let 
it run down their throat by force of gravity. 
These five pigeons do have many differences as well; wood pigeons have a 
complex courtship that involves a dance and lots of cooing.  They will nest in a 
flimsy platform of twigs that sometimes you can see the eggs through from 
underneath.  Many woodpigeons are winter visitors from the continent.  Stock 
doves are a bit like wood pigeons but are rarer, resident and have no white on 
them, and they nest in holes in trees, or sometimes in barns.  Rock doves live 
on wild cliffs, usually on the coast, and make their nests in cavities in the 
cliffs.  Rock doves are the ancestors of all the domestic pigeons including fan-
tails and racing pigeons.  Feral pigeons are simply domestic pigeons/ rock 
doves that have decided to look after themselves in towns.  Collared doves are 
a new colonist in Britain, arriving in the second half of the last century.  Also 
known as Turkish doves, they were domesticated by the Turks, but went feral 
and spread across Europe, They are always associated with human 
communities.  Finally turtle doves are our only summer migrant pigeon.  Sadly 
declining in Britain, this beautiful bird likes to breed in early successional 
woodland such as we find on Ashdown Forest.  Many get shot as they fly from 
Africa to Britain, but there may be other reasons why they are declining that 
we do not understand yet. 

Martyn Stenning 
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LIVING WITH FUR AND FEATHER 
 
MICE IN HOSTILE TAKEOVER 
 
We have a bird feeding station by the front porch which is frequented by a wide 
variety of birds. It is quite close to the kitchen window so we have an excellent view 
of all the feathered visitors. It is fascinating watching their behaviour. The Nuthatch is 
an aggressive bird and will not tolerate any other bird near the nuts while it is feeding. 
All the other birds have a pecking order and spread their wings threateningly if 
another bird comes too close. There is the occasional skirmish with flying feathers but 
most of the time they all get on quite well, and wait in an orderly fashion for their turn 
on the feeders. If the nut feeder is full several birds will happily feed at the same time 
but as the level drops fewer and fewer birds will share the food. 
 
We are lucky to have Greater Spotted Woodpeckers. They are very shy at first and the 
slightest movement from the kitchen makes them fly away. They gradually become 
more confident and enjoy eating the nuts as they cleverly hang underneath the feeder. 
They usually have one or two babies. At first the parent collects a nut and flies to a 
convenient tree to feed the offspring. Later the youngsters also come to the porch to 
learn how this is done. Finally the young Woodpecker flies over to the feeder by him, 
or herself, with much vocal encouragement from the adult who watches from the tree. 
At first it hides behind one of the posts that support the porch, peeping shyly round 
with one bright and beady eye. Eventually with more calls from the parent he 
tentatively stretches out one leg and grips the bars of the feeder, still nervously 
holding on to the post with the other leg and attempts to reach a nut. Often at that 
stage they fail and fall off in a flurry of feathers. As summer progresses they become 
more proficient and can easily enjoy the nuts, but still keep a cautionary grip on the 
post with one leg, while holding the feeder with the other. 
 
Very occasionally we would glimpse an intruder helping himself to a nut, this was 
usually around twilight, the setting sun shining through its big translucent ears and 
lighting up its gleaming chestnut brown coat; its ridiculously long tail hanging way 
down out of the feeder. After enjoying a short snack, the visitor would slip silently 
away. This timid creature was a field mouse. During the summer it became much 
bolder and started to come early in the morning and evening. That was fine as the 
birds were not feeding then, however this situation was not to last. The mouse decided 
to come during the day. The birds were not happy with this new situation. The 
Nuthatch arrived to see an intruder on his nuts. Usually quite a bully he warily 
fluttered off to think about it. A high ranking Great Tit came, eyed the mouse 
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suspiciously, then hopped round the feeder to eat from the other side. I thought the 
mouse would run away, but no, it held its ground and went on eating. Another bird 
arrived and perched on the feeder. The mouse then stood on its hind legs fearlessly 
defending its space, and continued eating. The birds well ordered life was now 
thoroughly upset by this visitor  
 
The situation took a dramatic turn one day when the now well grown young 
woodpecker came to the feeder while the mouse was feeding. It looked huge with its 
workmanlike beak and strong claws. Would it kill the mouse or fly away? They stared 
at each other. The mouse reared up threatening the woodpecker, the bird retaliated 
with a mild lunge. The mouse resumed its eating. The woodpecker wanted his nuts so 
lunged again. The mouse held its ground. Still clinging onto the post the frustrated 
woodpecker made another lunge and pecked the mouse. Terrified it leapt or fell to the 
ground its long tail frantically twitching. It vanished, was it dead or dying I did not 
know? Life went back to normal; all the birds were delighted to resume their normal 
routine with no annoying interloper stealing their food. 
 
A few days passed then to my surprise I saw the mouse, back on the nuts again. It was 
not alone; it had a baby mouse with it. It had obviously called for reinforcements, as 
soon all the mice family were there, mum, dad, all the babies, odd uncles and aunts 
and a few more relations. They had now triumphantly taken control of the nut feeder. 
Confidently they quickly devoured all the birds’ daily rations. Looking like cartoon 
characters they scurried up and down the drain pipes, along the gutters, around the 
porch having a fantastic time while the defeated, dejected birds retreated to a nearby 
tree waiting to snatch the occasional nut. 
 
HAZEL CARTER 
01825 830477 
www.hazel-carter.co.uk  
info@hazel-carter.co.uk 

 


